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Volume 136 March 2020 

California Rosemaling Association 
The purpose of the California Rosemaling Association is to promote 

the traditional art of Norwegian Rosemaling. Our members are committed to 
preserving Rosemaling as a unique art form. 

CRA has approximately 125 members. Some are expert Rosemaler’s 
others are beginning painters, all with a love to study this beautiful art form. 

Membership in CRA allows you to attend the annual convention featuring 
renowned Rosemalers from around the world 

and a subscription to the newsletter for only $15 in annual membership dues. 

President’s Column 
Hello California Rosemalers,  

My name is Ellen Soppet and I am taking on the role 
of President this year.  Before I introduce myself, I 
want to say a big thank you to Ruth Ann Petro for her 
many years of service to this association and her 
kindness as she supports my transition into this role.  

I started painting in January 1989 when I registered 
for a beginning class at Carol Wilson’s “The Cottage 

Faire” in Dublin, California.   My first teacher was Cathy Chambers.  She is such a 
dear lady and I am so grateful that she started me on the painting path when she 
first put a brush in my hand.  
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We lost touch over the years until we reconnected a few years ago and I now get 
to paint with her weekly.  In addition to Cathy, I would like to recognize Carl 
Larson and Claudia Lohnes who have graciously invited me into their weekly 
painting families.  I have also made close connections with so many of you 
throughout the state and world as I explored new painting opportunities.  Our 
community of painters has been such an important part of my life that I would 
like to give something back, which is why I chose to take on the President role this 
year. 

I am thankful for the wonderful team this year especially the returning board 
members who can help us along the way.  

• Pennie Wilkins is our VP and Convention Chairperson. I know she is putting 
together a wonderful event for us.  

• Shaun Sasaki returns again as our Treasurer. She has been in this role for many 
years and does a fantastic job. I would like to also thank her husband Gary, who 
is our Website and Tech guy.  

• Marley Wright is filling the Secretary role. I am so grateful to have her on board 
as she has filled many board roles over the years.  

• Linda Huber is filling the Membership role. Linda and I are new members this 
year so we will be learning together. 

Carol and friends brought me to Eureka California to paint with Jo Sonja for the 
first time in the early 1990s; I still recall just how nervous I was that first year.  I 
am fortunate to have been able to take many wonderful classes with her through 
the years.  That is one of the reasons I am so delighted that we will be having our 
2020 CRA convention in Eureka where Jo Sonja will be teaching us another 
beautiful rosemaling piece.  

Finally, I would like to thank my husband Joel, son Tim, and daughter Jenelle who 
have been active supporters of my painting endeavor through the years. 

Sincerely, Ellen Soppet 
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2019 CRA Convention projects  

 

From the 2019 CRA President 
Dear Rosemaling Friends, 

It has been both my privilege and my pleasure to serve on 
the California Rosemaling Association Board for the last 
eight “ish” years. I have absolutely enjoyed it. I’m happy to 
be “passing the baton” to Ellen Soppet in 2020. I know CRA 
is in great hands with Ellen and her Board.  

We are always looking for volunteers!  If you are interested, please let Ellen know. 
We are looking for a Newsletter Editor, Trade Floor manager, and an Historian.  

In this past year, we lost Richard (or Robert) While, husband of Jurene While, 
founder of this organization. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jurene. While she 
was unable to be at the 2019 Convention, she was with us in our thoughts.  

The 2019 Convention in San Diego was great 
with two excellent Vesterheim Gold 
Medalists: Jan Norsetter and Pam Rucinski. 
Both were excellent teachers and our 
Convention was full to capacity. I heard from 
so many who attended that they had a 
wonderful time. I’m so glad because I know I 
had a wonderful time.  On behalf of CRA, I 
want to extend our thanks to both teachers.  

Thank you one and all, 

Ruth Ann 
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2020 CRA Board Members 
President Ellen Soppet ellensoppet@gmail.com 925-989-2095  

VP Programs Pennie Wilkins penniewilkins@gmail.com 530-347-6434   

Treasurer Shaun Sasaki shaun@rosemaler.com 408-981-5685 

Secretary Marley Wright-Smith 1marjim2@comcast.net 510-278-2085 

Trade Floor        Joyce Field                      jafield@verizon.net              310-292-1332 

Membership Linda Huber  tip4u2c@gmail.com 707-761-1202 

We are still looking for volunteers for the following (contact Ellen Soppet if you are 
interested): 

Newsletter Editor – Shaun Sasaki is temporally filling in until we find an editor.  
The Editor gathers articles and photos from our members and can also contribute 
articles and photos of their own.  If you are interested and need help with the 
layout and formatting of the newsletter, technical help can be provided. 

Historian – Jurene While, the CRA Founder, wishes to pass the baton onto a new 
member.  As Historian, you would help members learn about some of CRA’s past 
by collecting photos and stories and contributing articles to the Newsletter.

mailto:ellensoppet@gmail.com
mailto:penniewilkins@gmail.com
mailto:shaun@rosemaler.com
mailto:1marjim2@comcast.net
mailto:jafield@verizon.net
mailto:tip4u2c@gmail.com
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Member Highlight: Pennie Wilkins 
My painting journey began when I was about ten years old 
and my cousin was doing a paint by number.  I asked her if 
I could try it and I did, and I liked it so I asked my mom if I 
could have one.  She bought me one and that was my 
beginning.  This led me to watercolor in high school.  In my 
early twenties I started to do fine art and painted mostly 

landscapes, seascapes and florals.  Decorative painting came into my life when I 
moved to Cottonwood from southern California, and a friend asked if I wanted to 
take a decorative painting class. This first class was painting JoSonja’s 
“Biddie”.  This led me to painting with JoSonja for over 30 years.  So of course, 
this introduced me to the beautiful art of rosemaling.  My interest has peaked to 
the point of my having entered my own designs in the National Folk-Art Exhibition 
held each year in Decorah, IA at Vesterheim the National Norwegian American 
Museum.   

 

Member Highlight: Shaun Sasaki 
I grew up in the Northern California Valley. I lived in town 
and spent summers with my grandmother while mom and 
dad worked. I am an only child and enjoyed all the things 
that grandma and I did together. She taught me to sew, 
embroidery, cook and to knit when I was very young. My 
entire family is from rural Missouri and we knew we were 

Scotch Irish and Dutch (and more), whatever that meant. It is not until the last 
two years that I understand that Scottish people migrated to Northern Ireland to 
plantations run by the British, and then later immigrated to the United States in 
the 1700’s. I always loved sewing and crafts and in the early 1980’s a family friend 
had learned to Tole paint and inspired me to learn. I was married with one child 
on the way living in Cupertino so taking classes was difficult. In about 1990 I 
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began taking German Folk art painting with Carl Larson and thru a friend I met 
Margret Miller Utzinger. In 1999 I began taking classes in Rosemaling with Margie 
and have painted with her ever since. She has been a wonderful teacher, friend, 
and mentor. It is thru Margie and her painting friends that I learned about 
Norwegian customs, jokes, and food. It is a blessing for me to have her in my life. 
With Margie’s mentoring I learned to design my own pieces, sell my pieces (not 
an easy thing to let go), and teach others to paint. I am inspired by Rosemaling 
and find so many other folk arts from around the world to have similar motifs. My 
life took a turn that I never thought possible when I was young, and I am so 
grateful that I had the opportunity to learn such a beautiful art form. 

 

Member Highlight: Marley Wright Smith 
I was born on a farm in South Dakota to Norwegian 
Parents.  I basically began Rosemaling long ago in my 
doodles.  Unknown to me at the time, my doodles 
reflected the scrolls and flowers of Norway. 

I’ve had no formal art training; however, I have studied 
under many Master Rosemalers and Decorative Painters 
through the years.  I began my Rosemaling journey in the 
mid 70’s, while in my 40’s, and have had a love affair with 

it since then and it continues to grow.   

I began classes in 1994, teaching in 1976 and opened a Painting Shop in 1978, 
offering an opportunity for local teachers to grow in their Art, and for 100’s of 
students to learn the Art.  It was especially gratifying to see the smiles on the 
students faces when they completed a successful project. Very many of the 
students were Seniors and that gave me added pleasure to offer an outlet for 
them.  That was before I was a Senior.  

I am a Charter Member of CRA.  In 1978, I received a letter from Jurene While, 
about starting a group of interested California Rosemalers.  I wrote back 
immediately YES.  We gathered at the ‘Hen House’ in Fresno for 3 days of 
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painting.  Don’t recall how many were there but I think it was quite a lot for a first 
try.  Hildy Henry, who I didn’t know at the time, called and asked if I would like to 
ride with her.  I said YES.  Hildy and I became fast friends and shared a room at 
many Conventions.  I was into fabric painting and offered to give a class.  Jurene, 
Hildy, Sinove and I all taught quick simple classes. That was the beginning and 
there was great excitement about this new journey we were on.  I have served on 
the CRA Board as President, Vice President, Convention Chair and Secretary.  I am 
forever grateful to our dear friend, Jurene. 

One of my great thrills was to go on the Semi-Annual Rosemaling Trip to Norway, 
sponsored by Vesterheim Norwegian American Museum in Iowa in 1992.  There 
were 40 painters who made the trip, we traveled and toured museums and 
churches on the weekends and painted during the week. We were there for 2 
weeks and had the opportunity to study with Nils Elingsgard and Rognvold 
Froysedal.  Gunner Bo was our tour Norwegian guide.  It was awesome to be in 
their presence. The highlight of my Rosemaling Career.   

When my first husband died, after one year, I decided to sell the shop. The thrill 
and the joy were gone once he was no longer involved.  Also, I had to get a paying 
job.  Shortly after that I got my teaching Credentials and taught for the San 
Lorenzo Adult School for 14 years.  I also taught at different shops throughout 
Calif. I still teach occasional class’s locally for our Decorative Painting Group and 
other groups like Sons and Daughters of Norway.  I also enjoy sharing my Joy by 
demonstrating and speaking at various groups throughout the community. 

I like to tell the story that I first began painting at the San Lorenzo Adult School, 
then I began to teach at the San Lorenzo Adult School and now I am back to taking 
classes at the Newark Adult School so I have come full circle.  I love taking classes 
from Carl Larsen and staying in touch with my painting friends. 

I will never give up my brush and paints.  Rosemaling is in my Blood.   
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 Member Highlight: Linda Huber 
I started rosemaling when I joined the Sons of Norway going 
to Camp Norge. I joined a group in Napa, painting every 
week.  After Napa we went to Vallejo. I still go to Camp 
Norge twice a year. When I heard about CRA, I joined them 
in San Diego about 5 years ago.  And, when Coast to Coast 
started, I joined that group as well. I have had many 
wonderful teachers. Now I paint at home and go wherever I 
can to paint. I just love Rosemaling. 
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Reprinted from the Vesterheim Rosemaling Letter, June 1994, with permission 
from Becky Iestron, Communications & Marketing Manager Vesterheim Museum 
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A few Photos and Comments  
from the 2019 CRA Convention 

By Shaun Sasaki 

The 2019 CRA Convention was held for the second year at the San Diego Marriot 
in Old Town.  As usual it was a great opportunity to meet and greet old and new 
friends.  It is always lovely to see everyone and be immersed in Rosemaling for 
several days.  Our teachers, Pam Rucinski and Jan Norsetter were great, and we 
produced beautiful pieces in Valdres and Landscape painting.  This is the first time 
for many of us to do landscape and cheers of delight were audible when our 
students would see that their landscape actually looked like a landscape!  It was a 
miracle under the tutelage of Jan that we all came out with lovely paintings.  Now, 
we can all add landscapes to our skill set, right!  Joking aside, I was very pleased to 
at least learn the process for a landscape and maybe try it one day on my own.   

Our Valdres piece was beautiful and the colors were great.  We learned some 
unique flowers and trees in our lesson.  We are so privileged to have teachers 
come to us that have earned a gold medal and share their secrets with us.   

I would like to thank all of you that attended.  Our group depends on our 
members to support the organization so we can continue and flourish.  All your 
cooperation with the meal purchases and hotel rooms helped in meeting our 
beverage and room requirements at the hotel.  As part of the board it is always a 
concern if our attendance will be high enough to meet all the requirements of the 
hotel.   We all do the very best we can to have a great convention and I am 
pleased that last year went very well.  Onya Tolmasoff and Ruth Ann Petro 
worked all year to think and provide anything our hearts desired.  Thanks to 
everyone for your contribution!! 

I have included a few pictures from the convention.  It looks like the teacher, Jan, 
is helping us a lot with those landscapes!  Also, the table centerpieces were so 
cute, and I want to thank Onya Tolmasoff for making those for us.  Adorable.  
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Here’s to another great year of painting.  I am looking forward to seeing you in 
Eureka. 

 

Work in 
Progress 
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A Visit to the National Nordic Museum 
By Shaun Sasaki 

Last year we visited the National Nordic Museum in Seattle.  There are lots of 
things to see and learn about in this museum, including why the area was 
attractive to settlers from the Scandinavian countries.  If you are in the area, it is 
worth a visit.  There is also a nearby Scandinavian Specialties shop a short drive 
from the museum where you can buy imported items and eat some traditional 
foods. 

But, for Rosemalers, you can also see many examples of historical Rosemaling 
artwork that is scattered throughout the museum.  The museum is at 2655 NW 
Market St., and the shop is at 6719 15th Ave NW.  Here are some photos that 
were taken in this museum. 

 

 



California Rosemaler Association Newsletter 

March 2, 2020 
 

  Page 15  
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Paintings from Satoe Umemura 
 
I painted this 
piece in  
Jo Sonja's 
studio.  
I took the 
class last 
August. 
Designed by 
Jo Sonja 
Jansen. 
 
 
 

  

  

I arranged  
Jo Sonja's design 
and painted on 
Matryoshka 
(Babushka) Eggs 
as I learned the 
design from 
 Jo Sonja last 
August. 
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(Descriptions edited from the Vesterheim Rosemaling Letter, June 1991) 

Telemark – Asymmetric, with root center from which a scroll branches out, with 
leaves and flowers that are varied and irregular.  Fantasy-like and transparent. 

Rogaland – Flowers are more important than scrolls and leaves.  Tulips, Stylized 
roses form a symmetrical design.  Opaque color on dark backgrounds 

Hallingdal – Baroque scrolls, acanthus leaves wrapped around a central flower.  
Symmetrical design.  Opaque colors. 

Os – Round, mostly symmetrical flowers.  Oval leaves with veins.  Strong colors on 
white, red or black backgrounds.  Sometimes includes geometric shapes, 
churches, or houses as focal points.  Brought to America by Per Lysne. 

Valdres – Flowers gathered in a bouquet, hanging from a rope, gathered in an urn 
or as a garland. Often includes landscapes in a single color, oriental in 
appearance. 

Vest-Agder – Symmetrical and geometric, bright colors on dark background.  
Opaque colors not shaded.  Teardrops along leaves and scrolls. 

Rococo – Blue scrolls on white.  Flower and tree motifs in the center, sometimes 
with figures.  Coral red may be added as a second color. (Not associated with a 
region) 
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 Rococo 

 

 

 

 

 

Paintings showing various Rosemaling Styles by Shaun Sasaki  
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2020 CRA Convention - October 29 to November 1   
Back by popular demand we are proud to announce that 
JoSonja Jansen will be our teacher for 2020! The convention 
will be held in the Eureka Red Lion Hotel (next to JoSonja’s 
studio and showroom) on Thursday, October 29 to Sunday, 
November 1. 

In 1974, JoSonja was awarded a Master Teacher's Certificate 
by the National Society of Tole and Decorative Painters. In 
1980 the Silver Palette award was bestowed by the same 

organization in recognition of outstanding contribution to the advancement of 
Decorative Art. In 1996, the Vesterheim Gold Medal (VGM) in Rosemaling, from 
the Norwegian American Museum in Decorah, Iowa was awarded. In 2007 she 
was awarded the Presidents Commendation award for service by the Society of 
Decorative Painters. 

The 2020 CRA Convention project will be a Hallingdal Box designed by JoSonja for 
the CRA!  

Wood, Patterns, Paint 
and mediums are 
provided, but you 
should bring your own 
basic painting supplies 
(suggested list is on the 
website).   

Prep work is done on 
Thursday, Oct 29 
starting at 12 Noon.  
Classes are Friday thru 
Sunday, from 9am to 
5:30pm (Sunday class 
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finishes at 4:30).  There is a 2-hour lunch break during class days.  The hotel will 
offer a box lunch to purchase or you are welcome to visit the many restaurants 
within walking distance. 

The banquet will be held Saturday night at the Red Lion.  Your $275 registration 
fee includes this banquet.  You may bring guests for an additional fee. See 
banquet meal choices on the website. 

Registration Opens March 16 for People who were 2019 CRA Members 

Registration Opens April 16 for All Other People 

A deposit of $75, non-refundable unless the event is cancelled, is due at the time 
of registration (plus annual dues for 2020 of $15 if not previously paid).  

Once the convention is filled, new the registration applications will be put on the 
wait list.  Last year we called all the people on the wait list so sign up.  As you 
register, you will be notified by email that your registration has been received, 
and when your payment is received, and if appropriate, your wait list status.  We 
are looking forward to seeing everyone and learning from the best! 
 
Starting March 16 you can go to www.CalifRosemaler.org to register.  If you were 
not a CRA member in 2019, you will be placed on a waitlist until April 16. 

We suggest that you make travel and hotel arrangements as early as possible 
after your registration is confirmed.  The Red Lion in offers discount rates of 
$85/Single, and $90/Double when you call 707-445-0844 and tell them you are 
with the California Rosemaler Association. 

Registration ends and payments are due September 12.  After this date, we will 
assign spots to people on the waitlist.  

The convention also provides a way for you to buy and sell things on the trade 
floor.  See the form on the next page. Joyce adds: I would like to thank everyone 
who donated, had tables and who made purchases which made the last Trade 
Show a success.  jafield@verizon.net  (310) 292-1332   

http://www.califrosemaler.org/
mailto:jafield@verizon.net
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Page Your Name:     

 Cell Phone Number:      

of Fill this form out and bring to the convention       

# Item Style/Identification Price Sold 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

     

  Inventory: Total     
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Rosemaling & Related Events  

Will you be in Illinois?  There is the Illinois Norsh Rosemalers’ Association there, 
and their next meeting is in March.  See their newsletter an learn more at 
www.rosemaling.org  

If you are in Wisconsin, Sons of Norway- Mandt Lodge is offering rosemaling 
classes the weekend of March 28-30.   An Advanced class on Hallingdal style will 
be taught Friday- Sunday, March 27 - 29 from 9:00 AM – 4PM. The Advanced 
Class will be taught by Andrea Herkert (VGM) will be teaching this class. 
http://www.sofn.com/events/category/norwegian-heritage/rosemaling 

37th Annual Sacramento Scandinavian Festival.  The festival features 
Scandinavian food, baked goods, and merchandise for sale (including Rosemaling 
items).  April 18 
www.facebook.com/SacramentoScandinavianFestival/  

Southern California’s Annual Scandinavian Festival Returns, April 4 & 5. Both days 
of the Festival are filled with music, dancing, food, lectures, demonstration, 
vendors and activities for young and old alike.  
https://scandinavianfest.org/  

 

If you know of an event that we can list here in future newsletters and our 
website, let us know: 

info@califrosemaler.org 

 

http://www.rosemaling.org/
http://www.sofn.com/events/category/norwegian-heritage/rosemaling
http://www.facebook.com/SacramentoScandinavianFestival/
https://scandinavianfest.org/
mailto:info@califrosemaler.org

